Acute hemiplegia in infancy and childhood.
From 1982 to 1991, there were 57 patients diagnosed with various intracranial disorders manifested initially with acute hemiplegia at the Department of Pediatrics, National Taiwan University Hospital. There were 33 boys and 24 girls, aged 12 days to 18 years old. In etiological consideration, cerebrovascular disease (66.7%), intracranial tumors (12.3%) and head trauma (10.5%) accounted for most of the cases. Besides acute hemiplegia, cranial nerve palsy (47.4%), disturbed consciousness (42.1%), headache (42.1%), vomiting (31.6%), focal seizure (21.1%) and fever (21.1%) were also common manifestations. Neuroimage studies of CT/MRI scan and angiography were the most useful diagnostic tools. Treatment modalities included medical treatment in 25 patients and surgical intervention in 16 patients and supportive treatment in the others. There were 12 fatal cases, half of whom died directly of intracranial pathology. The survivors exhibited various neurological deficits, in which motor deficits, mental retardation, and subsequent seizures were the three most common sequelae.